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I feel you should be aware of some
of Jze circumstances surrounding
tary service of former Maj. Don. I. Reyn-
who testificd before the Senate Rules

the

ntll-

»

|F()7;77)zzft€e i the Bobby Baker case. . . .

By Dom Bonarcdc‘
Of The Herald Trivune Steft

WASHINGTON.

AVal . AL

guestioped the rellabllicy and
past of Mr. Reynolds, a Silver

An Al Force nmemo said to
fwmpugn the character of a key
witness in the Bobby Baker
Investipation kicked up a
storm yesterday in the con-
iroversy over unauthorized
iclease of secret government
Llos, )

Neither the 'White House
nor the Pentagon would say if
such a memo existed.

Hdowever, copies were at—
tached to columns written by
columnist Drew Pearson Feb.
& and 6 as part of a confiden-

Gial memorandum to edilors.
Dated Jan. 24, the mems
was addressed to Alr Iorce
Seeretary Bugene M. &l‘m'cxt
1t puwrportedly said in part,
fecl yon should be aware of

ci the clrcumstances
unaIng the
ce of former Maj. Don B.

B A)

ine Senate Rules Comunit-
tee in- the Bobby Baker chse

the day before yesterday.”
"The memo was signed by
Benjamin W. Fridee, special

the Alr Force for manpower
and reserve forces.

ni:ilitary:

uevnoldﬁ who testified before

Spring, Md,,. insurance man

case disclosed a irift of 2 stereo
phonograyhy
Johnson in 1959 when Lie was
Senate Majority leader, and
detailed the purchase of ad-
vertising time on the LEJ Co.’s
TV station in Austin, Tex.
The columns, reportedly
based on officlal files from the
Pentagon, FBI and State
Department, created & wave
Jof criticism directed at the
‘White House for what was in-

Jterpreted to be an under-

handed effort to discredit Mr.
Reynolds testimony. .
When questioned yesterday
about the Air Force memo and
|its relationship to leaks in
povernment personnel data,

Arthur Sylvester replicd he

‘jhad no knowledge of the

1Emo.

“I haven't the slightest idea
1'd e able to get that, and I

-fwould be disinclined to ask for

assistant to the Sceretary of -

* because this is completely
L..cernal within the Defense
Pepartment,” he commented.

‘Pressed further, Mr. Syl-

bheck on whether such &
hemo exists.”

“There’s no showing that
pMr. Fridee’s memo-—if there

s a memo—was the source”
pbf Mr. Pearson’s columns, he
bemarked,

. | possible security breach was

. feing contemplated by the

to President

%

whose testimony in the Baker '

i
1

ized relcase of secreb files in
the Pentagon is investigated
by the Security and Review
Cffice under Mr. Sylvester.

When reporters continued :
Later, a reporter said, . .,

This 1s a government ajercy.
! Art, and the movemens of a
| man’s record Is & matter of

to question him about the
matter, Mr. Sylvester sald,
“We're not about to insert
ourseives in Senate commit-
tee sffairs.”

At 7:20 p. m. he told the
New York Herald Tribune,
“I'm still checking.”

During yesterday's regular
White House bricfing, a ques-
tion was asked about the
nmemo.

“I have sald all T am going
to say about that,” declared
press secretary Pierre Sal-
inger.

This was in reference to
two denials by the White

i House that it was in any way
' involved in a leak of confi- .
¢+ dential

information- about

. Mr. Reynolds.

[Assistant Defense Secrctary !

A portion of the reporters’

_ exchange with Mr. Sylvester
- went as follows:

Q. Who in defense requested -

the files, and where is the

. file now?

A, I'm not sure tha.b any-

body made & request for his

- record.

vester said, “I'd be happy to

Q. Did you hear that a Mr.
Fridge called the attention

of the Seccretary of the Alr -

Force to Mr. Reynolds rec-

ord?

He said no investigation of :

A. No.
Q. You never heard of that
before?

A. I did not. I do not know -

that Mr. Fridge called the
Secretary's attention to it.

Q. You haven't heard he- -

I T am not aware Mr. Mridze
1 had done s0. I've seen allega-

. tlons that he had doue ro,

but I'm not aware that he
actually did.

public interest in this matter.
A. Your question i note-is
a flshing question.
Q. No, it fsn't.
A. And this record over the
last 11 years could have been
“moved several times. Now
whom are you

you talking about?

Q. I'm asking if {t was |

moved in the last few weelks.
' A. I'm afraid I can't be

. helpful on that.
Q. Could you be helpful and
check whether or not. Mr.
Fridge wrote a memo to the

' Secretary of the Alr Foree

In which he outlined some of
the background of Mr. Rey-
nolds, the witness in the
. Bobby Baker case, and to
whom ' did he write
memo?

* the memo?
Q. Sccretary of the
Force Eugene Zuckert.

Alr

! selves here. Mr. Reynolds is
i & witness before a Senste
| committee which has this
problem, and we're not about
" to insert ourselves in a Se:n-
ate commitice or make any
comment on it. ., ."

fore now that Mr. Fridge had |

done s0?

thinking |
moved it, and what day ere

this -

A. To whom did he write .

A. Let's understand our-
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nist Pearson reported that
Mr. Reynolds was an un-
reliable witness hecause of
reckless charges he made
against people in the nast,
aceusing them of being Com-
munisis and sex devintes.

While servings as a major
in the Air Force during ihe
Korean conflict, Mr. Reynolds
testified before the MeCarran
Internal Security subcommite-
tee.

In a recent defense of hils
testimony, Mr. Reynolds said
that most of the peopl: he
named before the commitice
were dropped from the serv-
ice as being security risks.

Mr. Fridge is serving his
second term as a civilian ex-
ecutive in the Defense De-
partment. From 1957 to 1980
he served as deputy for Re-
serve and ROTC affairs, of-
Jice of the Secretary of the
Air Force. .

After leaving the depart-
nient, e became assistant to
the president of the W. H.
Singleton Co. Then, on June
19, 1961, he was appointed
to his present position,

e was born in Alexandria,
La. and was graduated from
Lousiana State University in |
1938 with a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree. During World
War II he was a pilot in
command of a bomber group.

Mr. Fridge and Secretary
Zuckert were unavailable for
commen. A spokesman for
Mr. Zuckert declined to coni-
ment. :
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